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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

□ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

sheets of the description, claims andfor drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/br sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 
sequence listing and/br tables related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental 
Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No, 1 Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is_the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-10 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-10 received on 14.10.2005 with letter of 26.09.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 Z5-5/5 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any tabie(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability . 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
claims Nos. 9,10 

because: 

H the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 9,10 relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

see separate sheet - . 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

E no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 9,10 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item 111 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

No opinion is require for claims 9 and 10 as they relate to methods for treatment of the 
human or animal body by therapy (rule 67.1 (iv) PCT). 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The document D1 WO 02/102269 A which is regarded as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of claim 1, shows The document D1 discloses (see paragraphs 02, 26, 71 
and figure 1 5) a dental device (1 1 2) comprising a sheath for fitting over a tooth, the sheath 
carrying a haemostatic agent in at least one region thereof, wherein the sheath comprises 
a generally cylindrical body having a first end (1 1 6+142) open to a cavity and a second 
end that is closed, and wherein the open end carrying the haemostatic agent. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known orthodontic bracket in that the closed 

end is constructed to yield upon application of pressure. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 

soften the occlusal pressure applied on the sheath to protect the delicate gingivae around 

the tooth. 

Neither this problem nor the claimed solution are disclosed in the cited prior art. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is therefore 

considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, for the subject matter of claim 7. 

Moreover, such a dental device is industrially applicable, such that all the requirement of 
Articles 33(2)-(4) PCT are met. 

Dependent claims 2-6 and 8 as such also meet the requirements of Articles 33(2)-(4) PCT 
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CLAIMS: 



1. A dental device comprising a sheath for fitting over a tooth, the sheath 
carrying a haemostatic agent in at least one region thereof, wherein the sheath 
comprises a generally cylindrical body having at least a first end and a second end, 
at least one of said first and second ends presenting a circumferential margin 
carrying at least part of the haemostatic agent, the at least one end carrying at least 
part of the haemostatic agent is open to a cavity and the other end is closed, and the 
closed end is constructed to yield upon application of pressure. 

2. A dental device according to claim 1, wherein the cavity progressively 
narrows from its open end towards the closed end. 

3. A dental device according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the cavity is dome- 
shaped at its closed end. 

4. A dental device according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the 
generally cylindrical body comprises a wall between said first and second ends at 
least part of the cylindrical wall being stiffened. 

5. A dental device according to claim 4, wherein the cylindrical wall is stiffened 
by application of a suitable non-toxic material. 

6. A dental device according to claim 5, wherein the non-toxic material is gelatin. 

7. A set of dental devices according to any preceding claim, the devices in the 
set being of different sizes. 

8. A set according to claim 7, wherein the devices are colour coded to denote 
their respective sizes. 

9. A method of inhibiting or preventing gingival bleeding, the method comprising 
placing over a tooth, a device according to any one of claims 1 to 6. 
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10. A method of retracting gingivae, the method comprising placing over a tooth a 
device according to any one of claims 1 to 6 and. optionally, applying pressure to the 
device. 
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